
 

 

 
 
April 21, 2021 

 
Hon. Barbara Gleim 
149B East Wing 
P.O. Box 202199 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2199 
 
Dear Representative Gleim, 
 
Together, the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), Association of School Psychologists of 
Pennsylvania (ASPP), National Association of School Psychologists (NASP), National Association of 
Secondary School Principals (NASSP), National Association of Social Workers - Pennsylvania Chapter 
(NASW-PA), Pennsylvania Association of School Social Work Personnel (PASSWP), Pennsylvania 
Psychological Association - School Psychology Board (PPA), Pennsylvania School Counselors 
Association (PSCA), Pennsylvania State Education Association (PSEA), and School Social Work 
Association of America (SSWAA) write to you to express our united opposition to House Bill 972, the 
Fairness in Women’s Sports Act.  
 
Our associations support legislative efforts that advance equitable treatment and protect the mental 
health and wellness of our nation’s diverse student population. Conversely, we fiercely advocate against 
any legislation that, intentionally or unintentionally, causes harm to our nation’s students.  
 
Our associations promote evidence-based decision making.   Advocates for discriminatory bills, such as 
House Bill 972, have been unable to provide empirical data reflecting how cisgender females have been 
negatively impacted by the inclusion of trans females on their teams, including no estimate of cisgender 
girls failing to procure college scholarships due to said inclusion of trans athletes. This bill’s discriminatory 
stance and lack of empirical support are in direct opposition to the missions of our associations. 
 
We ask that you reflect on your own childhood and consider the critical role that athletics and 
extracurricular activities played in your mental and physical well being. Consider the opportunities that 
participation in these activities provided to you: community, a sense of identity, confidence, friendship, 
support, and much, much more. House Bill 972 would systematically strip these opportunities from 
transgender youth. This bill such sets a dangerous precedent for how the Commonwealth of 



Pennsylvania and the United States treats its transgender citizens, de-humanizing this population as 
undeserving of the rights and opportunities afforded to their cisgender peers and neighbors.  
 
What message does this send to our trans youth who already face significantly higher rates of violence, 
depression, substance abuse, and suicidality than their cisgender peers? Research repeatedly indicates 
that student engagement (i.e., the involvement in school-based extracurricular activities) is strongly 
correlated with positive student outcomes such as higher academic achievement, higher social-emotional 
well-being, and peer acceptance.  By barring transgender youth from joining the sports team that aligns 
with their gender identity, they are intentionally deprived of these benefits.  
 
You have expressed that your intention in composing House Bill 972 is to protect women’s rights. 
However, we question whether you have considered how this bill will degrade decades of civil rights 
advancement and the harm that it will inflict upon the lives of transgender youth who simply seek to be a 
part of a team. Please do not allow for an already marginalized group of people to become further 
marginalized and degraded. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to open a dialogue with you and your co-sponsors to discuss this bill’s 
ramifications and to collaborate on building a brighter and inclusive future for ALL of the young people of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
Please feel free to contact any or all of us as indicated below. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Tina Brown, Psy.D., NCSP Richard Hall, Ph.D., NCSP  Joe Werner 
President - ASPP  President - PPA School Psych Board President - PASSWP 
titina_brown@iu13.org  Richard.Hall@millersville.edu  wwerner@pennridge.org 
 
Jill Cook, CAE   Kristie Jo King, LSW, CDP  Rich Askey 
Executive Director - ASCA President - NASW-PA   President - PSEA 
jcook@schoolcounselor.org president.naswpa@socialworkers.org raskey@psea.org 
 
Wendy Price, Psy.D., NCSP Emilia Peiffer    Amanda Karhuse 
President - NASP  Executive Director - PSCA  Director, Advocacy - NASSP 
pricewendyl@gmail.com epeiffer@paschoolcounselor.org karhusea@nassp.org 
 
Christy McCoy    
President - SSWAA 
christymccoy07@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
Cc: Borowicz, Stephanie(R); Cox, Jim(R); DelRosso, Carrie (F)(R); Diamond, Russ(R); Fee, Mindy(R); 
Gaydos, Valerie(R); Hamm, Joseph (F)(R); Helm, Susan(R); Hershey, Johnathan(R); Jones, Mike(R); 
Jozwiak, Barry(R); Kauffman, Rob(R); Keefer, Dawn(R); Klunk, Kate(R); Lewis, Andrew(R); Maloney, 
David(R); Metcalfe, Daryl(R); Millard, David(R); Miller, Brett(R); Nelson, Eric(R); Owlett, Clint(R); 
Pennycuick, Tracy (F)(R); Pickett, Tina(R); Rapp, Kathy(R); Rothman, Greg(R); Rowe, David(R); Ryan, 
Frank(R); Schemel, Paul(R); Sonney, Curt(R); White, Martina(R); Zimmerman, David(R) 


